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when they have spent only ten? You are now living together but
the day will come when you will have to separate. If the family
fortune should decline, you, being young and inexperienced, will
be the one to lose. I think it is best for you to divide up the in-
heritance now and each to live your own life."
Under this constant nagging Tien San was brought around to
his wife's point of view and broached the subject to his brothers
through some relatives. At first Tien Ta and Tien Erh were un-
willing but at last they yielded to the persistent importunities of
Tien San and his wife. They divided everything up into equal
parts and each took one. But they did not know what to do with
an ancient Judas tree that had brightened their courtyard for gen-
erations and which was even then in full bloom. Tien Ta, being
a very just and scrupulous man, suggested that they should cut
the trunk into three equal sections and weigh out the branches and
twigs into three equal groups. The other brothers agreed and they
waited only for the morrow to cut down the tree.
When they went out the next morning to cut down the tree,
they were astonished to see that it had withered overnight. More-
over, when Tien Ta touched it with his hand it fell, exposing all
its dried roots. At this Tien Ta burst out crying. "Why do you
grieve so for a mere tree?" the other two brothers asked. "It is
not for the tree that I grieve," the eldest brother said, "but for
what it symbolizes, for just as we are born into the same clan
and of the same parents so are the branches and leaves of this
tree sprung from the same trunk and roots. Now the tree has died
because its branches and leaves do not want to be separated. It can
only portend that we, too, cannot flourish apart. It is for this reason
that I grieve."
Tien Erh and Tien San were greatly moved by what their
brother said, for how could it be that a man should be less
virtuous than a tree? They embraced one another and cried,and
decided that they would not separate after all.
The sound of their crying had brought the wives to the scene.
Ta-sao and Erh-sao were overjoyed when they learned the cause
and the turn of events, but San-sao grumbled because she was